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AGENDA
Wednesday, October 28, 2020
6:00 P.M.
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1010 10* Street, Modesto, California 95354

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY OBSERVE THE MEETING AND ADDRESS
THE COMMISSION AS DESCRIBED BELOW.

e This meeting will be open to the public. Effective August 26, 2020, pursuant to the order issued
by Governor Newsom and consistent with guidance issued by the California Department of
Public Health, social distancing and face coverings are required for in person attendance at
the meeting. The chamber’s audience seating capacity will be limited to approximately thirty
(30) persons.

e You can also observe the live stream of the LAFCO meeting at:
http://www.stancounty.com/sclive/

e In addition, LAFCO meetings are broadcast live on local cable television. A list of cable
channels is available at the following website:
http://www.stancounty.com/planning/broadcasting.shtm

e If you wish to provide a written comment, please submit your comment (include Agenda Item
Number in the subject line), to the Clerk at lafco@stancounty.com. Public comments will be
accepted by email until the close of the public comment period for the specific item. You do not
have to wait until the meeting begins to submit a comment. All comments will be shared with the
Commissioners and placed in the record.

CALL TO ORDER

A. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

B. Introduction of Commissioners and Staff.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

This is the period in which persons may comment on items that are not listed on the regular agenda. No action

will be taken by the Commission as a result of any item presented during the public comment period.


http://www.stanislauslafco.org/
http://www.stancounty.com/sclive/
http://www.stancounty.com/planning/broadcasting.shtm
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3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A, Minutes of the August 26, 2020 Meeting.|

4, CORRESPONDENCE

No correspondence addressed to the Commission, individual Commissioners or staff will be accepted and/or
considered unless it has been signed by the author, or sufficiently identifies the person or persons responsible
for its creation and submittal.

A. Specific Correspondence.

B. Informational Correspondence.

C. “In the News.'|
5. DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS AND DISQUALIFICATIONS
6. CONSENT ITEMS

A. YEAR-END FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020)
(Staff Recommendation: Accept and file the report.) |

B. PROPOSED LAFCO MEETING CALENDAR FOR 2021
(Staff Recommendation: Accept the 2021 Meeting Calendar.)

7. PUBLIC HEARING

A. OUT-OF-BOUNDARY SERVICE APPLICATION NO. 12: BEST RV CENTER
(KEYES COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT — WATER): The Commission will
consider approval of an out-of-boundary service extension to provide water to the
Best RV Center for its sales office and service facility. (Staff Recommendation:
Adopt Resolution No. 2020-09, approving the application.)

8. OTHER BUSINESS
None.
9. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Commission Members may provide comments regarding LAFCO matters.

10. ADDITIONAL MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRPERSON

The Commission Chair may announce additional matters regarding LAFCO matters.

11. EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

The Commission will receive a verbal report from the Executive Officer regarding current staff activities.

A. On the Horizon.
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12. ADJOURNMENT

A. Set the next meeting date of the Commission for December 2, 2020.

B. Adjournment.

LAFCO Disclosure Requirements

Disclosure of Campaign Contributions: If you wish to participate in a LAFCO proceeding, you are prohibited from making a
campaign contribution of more than $250 to any commissioner or alternate. This prohibition begins on the date you begin to actively
support or oppose an application before LAFCO and continues until three months after a final decision is rendered by LAFCO. No
commissioner or alternate may solicit or accept a campaign contribution of more than $250 from you or your agent during this period if
the commissioner or alternate knows, or has reason to know, that you will participate in the proceedings. If you or your agent have
made a contribution of more than $250 to any commissioner or alternate during the twelve (12) months preceding the decision, that
commissioner or alternate must disqualify himself or herself from the decision. However, disqualification is not required if the
commissioner or alternate returns the campaign contribution within thirty (30) days of learning both about the contribution and the fact
that you are a participant in the proceedings.

Lobbying Disclosure: Any person or group lobbying the Commission or the Executive Officer in regard to an application before
LAFCO must file a declaration prior to the hearing on the LAFCO application or at the time of the hearing if that is the initial contact.
Any lobbyist speaking at the LAFCO hearing must so identify themselves as lobbyists and identify on the record the name of the person
or entity making payment to them.

Disclosure of Political Expenditures and Contributions Regarding LAFCO Proceedings: If the proponents or opponents of a
LAFCO proposal spend $1,000 with respect to that proposal, they must report their contributions of $100 or more and all of their
expenditures under the rules of the Political Reform Act for local initiative measures to the LAFCO Office.

LAFCO Action in Court: All persons are invited to testify and submit written comments to the Commission. If you challenge a LAFCO
action in court, you may be limited to issues raised at the public hearing or submitted as written comments prior to the close of the
public hearing. All written materials received by staff 24 hours before the hearing will be distributed to the Commission.

Reasonable Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, hearing devices are available for public use. If
hearing devices are needed, please contact the LAFCO Clerk at 525-7660. Notification 24 hours prior to the meeting will enable the
Clerk to make arrangements.

Alternative Formats: If requested, the agenda will be made available in alternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by
Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 USC 12132) and the Federal rules and regulations adopted in
implementation thereof.

Notice Regarding Non-English Speakers: Pursuant to California Constitution Article Ill, Section 1V, establishing English as the
official language for the State of California, and in accordance with California Code of Civil Procedure Section 185 which requires
proceedings before any State Court to be in English, notice is hereby given that all proceedings before the Local Agency Formation
Commission shall be in English and anyone wishing to address the Commission is required to have a translator present who will take
an oath to make an accurate translation from any language not English into the English language.




DRAFT

Stanislaus

LAFCO

STANISLAUS LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION

MINUTES
August 26, 2020

CALL TO ORDER

Chair DeMartini called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

A. Pledge of Allegiance to Flag. Chair DeMartini led in the pledge of allegiance to the
flag.
B. Introduction of Commissioners and Staff. Chair DeMartini led in the introduction of

the Commissioners and Staff.

Commissioners Present:; Jim DeMartini, Chair, County Member
Bill Berryhill, Vice-Chair, Public Member
Terry Withrow, County Member
Michael Van Winkle, City Member
Richard O'Brien, Alternate City Member
Brad Hawn, Alternate Public Member

Staff Present: Sara Lytle-Pinhey, Executive Officer
Javier Camarena, Assistant Executive Officer
Jennifer Vieira, Commission Clerk
Alice Mimms, LAFCO Counsel

Commissioners Absent: Amy Bublak, City Member
Vito Chiesa, Alternate County Member

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Minutes of the June 24, 2020 Meeting.

Motion by Commissioner Berryhill, seconded by Commissioner Van Winkle and
carried with a 5-0 vote to approve the Minutes of the June 24, 2020 meeting by the

following:

Ayes: Commissioners: Berryhill, DeMartini, O'Brien, Van Winkle and
Withrow

Noes: Commissioners: None

Ineligible: Commissioners: Hawn

Absent: Commissioners: Bublak and Chiesa

Abstention: Commissioners: None
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7.

CORRESPONDENCE
A. Specific Correspondence.
None.
B. Informational Correspondence.
1. CALAFCO Quarterly — June 2020.
2. Letter from Pamela Miller of CALAFCO dated August 11, 2020, regarding
cancellation of the 2020 CALAFCO Conference.
A. “In the News.”
DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS AND DISQUALIFICATIONS

None.

CONSENT ITEMS

A.

MUNICIPAL SERVICE REVIEW NO. 2020-01 AND SPHERE OF INFLUENCE
UPDATE NO. 2020-01 — DEL PUERTO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT, WESTSIDE
COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE DISTRICT AND OAK VALLEY HOSPITAL
DISTRICT: The Commission will consider the adoption of a Municipal Service
Review (MSR) and Sphere of Influence (SOI) Update for the Del Puerto and
Westside Community Healthcare Districts and Oak Valley Hospital District. This item
is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review pursuant to
sections 15306 and 15061(b)(3). (Staff Recommendation: Approve the update and
adopt Resolution No. 2020-04.)

Chair DeMatrtini pulled the item from consent for comment. Chair DeMartini stated
that LAFCO should think about combining the Del Puerto Healthcare District and
Westside Community Healthcare District during the next MSR.

Motion by Commissioner O'Brien, seconded by Commissioner Berryhill and carried
with a 5-0 vote to adopt Resolution No. 2020-04, by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners: Berryhill, DeMartini, O'Brien, Van Winkle and
Withrow

Noes: Commissioners: None

Ineligible: Commissioners: Hawn

Absent: Commissioners: Bublak and Chiesa

Abstention: Commissioners: None

OTHER BUSINESS

A.

Designation of Voting Delegate and Alternate for the Annual CALAFCO Business
Meeting. (Staff Recommendation: Designate a voting delegate and alternate.)

The Commission directed the Executive Officer and Assistant Executive Officer to be
the voting delegates.
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9. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
None.

10. ADDITIONAL MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRPERSON
Commissioner DeMartini stated that the LAFCO response letter to the City of Modesto was
well written especially in such a short time and that he was disappointed that the CLAAFCO
Annual Conference was cancelled.

11. EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT
A. On the Horizon. The Executive Officer informed the Commission of the following:

e The election for the Northwest Newman Annexation was held yesterday by mail
in ballot. Staff is waiting for the results. The Executive Officer will advise the
Commission of the outcome.
o Staff is anticipating an application for a CSA in Salida soon.
e Staff is recommending canceling the September meeting as there are no public
hearings scheduled.
12. CLOSED SESSION — EXECUTIVE OFFICER ANNUAL EVALUATION
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957, a closed session will be held to consider the
following item: Public Employee Performance Evaluation — Title: LAFCO Executive Officer
Alice Mimms, Legal Counsel, announced the closed session and provided an opportunity for
the public to comment. There were no comments. Counsel Mimms stated there was no
reportable action planned.
13. ADJOURNMENT
A. Chair DeMartini adjourned the meeting at 6:16 p.m.
NOT YET APPROVED

Sara Lytle-Pinhey, Executive Officer
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CORRESPONDENCE — IN THE NEWS

Newspaper Articles

>

>

West Side Index, August 27, 2020, “West Side Ambulance phasing in SN unit.”

Ceres Courier, Sept 2, 2020, “Council holds off on exploring contract with Modesto
Fire.”

West Side Index, September 3, 2020, “Measure R. NW Neman annexation rejected
by voters.”

West Side Index, October 1, 2020, “Newman may pursue smaller annexation.”

West Side Index, October 15, 2020, “Final EIR released on Del Puerto Canyon
Reservoir project.”

Modesto bee, October 15, 2020, “MID candidates spar over selling water beyond
district boundaries in a dry year.”

Modesto Bee, October 19, 2020, “New reservoir in Stanislaus County could move
forward with approval of final study.”

Modesto Bee, October 21, 2020, “Massive west side dam approved as new Diablo
Grande owner plans thousands of homes.”



IN THE NEWS - West Side Index, August 27, 2020

West Side Ambulance phasing in SN unit

West Side Community Ambulance has started staffing a third unit in order to resume primary coverage of
the Santa Nella area.

Michael Courtney, director of ambulance operations, said that West Side has been posting a 12-hour car
in Santa Nella on Fridays and Saturdays since early July as staffing is available.

The Santa Nella area - and Highway 152 up to Dinosaur Point - is technically the service area of West
Side Community Ambulance but Riggs Ambulance has been providing coverage in that area as well,
Courtney explained.

“It is basically (response by) the closest unit,” said Courtney, who estimated that Riggs and West Side
had been running an equal amount of calls into that territory.

Whether West Side adds days of Santa Nella coverage depends on both staffing availability and the call
volume, he added.

“We need to look at the numbers and make sure that it is financially feasible to keep moving forward. It
will be a phased-in process,” he said.

West Side has been able to put the third car in service each Friday but not every Saturday due to staffing,
Courtney told Mattos Newspapers. Those days were chosen because they generate the highest call
volume in the area.

The district, which staffs two 24-hour units, is in the process of recruiting additional personnel with the
goal of staffing the third, part-time car on a daily basis.

Having the third unit is a benefit to the remainder of the West Side Community Healthcare District's
service area, Courtney noted, as that ambulance moves into place to cover the Gustine-Newman area if
the two other cars are out on calls. '

Budget

The West Side Healthcare District Board of Directors at its July 28 meeting approved an operational
budget for the 2020-21 fiscal year.

The budget underscores how much the district writes off each year for contractual adjustments - and its
reliance on tax revenues to close the operating gap.

Ambulance revenue is estimated at $7 million, according to the budget, but $5.5 million is written off in
contractual allowances and adjustments. That leaves a net ambulance revenue of $1.4 million against
operating expenses of $2.2 million.

That gap is largely offset by an anticipated $661,000 in tax revenues (from property tax allocations and
the Measure A assessment).

I4

When other miscellaneous income is factored in, the budget projects a net operating loss of just over
$37,000 for the year.

Courtney said the goal will be to erase that deficit to at least break even on the year.

“It is definitely tight,” he said of the budget. “We have to get really lean and watch our dollars. That is why
we are phasing in the Santa Nella car.”



IN THE NEWS — West Side Index, August 27, 2020 (Continued Page 2)

Payroll - at $1.17 million - represents the largest expenditure for the ambulance service.

In order to control costs, Courtney said, the district will avoid staffing a unit with two paramedics whenever
possible and try to keep overtime to a minimum.

The personnel cost of staffing a unit with a paramedic and EMT is lower than that of having two
paramedics staff a car.



IN THE NEWS — The Ceres Courier, September 2, 2020

Council holds off on exploring contract with Modesto Fire

By Jeff Benziger

A pitch to have the city of Ceres engage in contracting out fire service to the city of Modesto was rejected
— for now — by the Ceres City Council last week.

Fire Chief Kevin Wise said the city could realize a savings of $500,000 in the first year alone because of
economies of scale and see increased service.

Fire regionalization is different from the resource sharing agreement the city entered in 2014. That
agreement has Ceres helping neighboring fire agencies with Ceres benefitting from agencies helping it.
Mutual aid has been going on for years but the resource sharing has fire departments being automatically
dispatched.

Wise said if Ceres contracted for service, any budget cuts experienced by Modesto would not affect
Ceres staffing.

He said budget constraints are forcing some agencies to think “outside the box” about eliminating
overhead of administration and other expenses.

Wise gave the example of Alameda, Contra Costa, Sacramento Metro, Orange County fire departments
where regionalization has taken place. He said the 1993 model in Alameda had five cities and two
national laboratory fire agencies come together “is a very successful model.”

Modesto Fire, with its 165 personnel and $45 million budget, has contracts with the city of Oakdale and
the Oakdale Fire Protection District.

Wise said the fire equipment and stations would remain the possession of the city of Ceres. A contract
would also keep all Ceres firefighters in place.

He said Ceres Fire has limited administration and fire prevention and community risk reduction.

“We have increased calls for service with decreased staffing,” said Wise. “An example would be 10 years
ago. We ran approximately 4,200 calls a year for service. We had four fire stations. Since that time we've
reduced our engine companies by one so we currently have three today and we've eliminated our
administration by 50 percent. In 2018 we ran 6,100 calls for service. So our workload has increased but
we've decreased in our staffing.”

He said the city of Ceres relies heavily on the assistance of neighboring agencies during major
incidences.

“It wouldn’t hurt to look at a contract,” said Councilman Bret Durossette, who had the discussion item
placed on the agenda. He said while he had fears about Modesto City Council being in charge of fire
service but said “it could be really beneficial for the citizens or ... maybe it's not.”

Vice Mayor Linda Ryno noted that the contract would be worded to allow Ceres to back out after giving a
year's notice but said “I don't think that's something that could be easily undone.” She cited how Ceres
firefighters would go from the Stanislaus County Employees’ Retirement Association (StanCERA) to the
California Public Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) for retirement. Ryno also worries about what
happens when Modesto cuts service to Ceres as the result of budget problems.



IN THE NEWS - The Ceres Courier, September 2, 2020 (continued)

“| just think that's going to be a slippery slope and | don’t want to go in that direction,” said Ryno. “I don't
think that this City Council should give up their control over what benefits our citizens.”

Ryno said there is no guarantee that all the new fire engines purchased by Ceres will be used exclusively
in Ceres.

“| absolutely do not want to see regionalization. | believe Ceres is large enough that we should continue
to have our own fire department.”

Wise said firefighters would have reciprocity between the two retirement systems. He also said a
reduction to Modesto’s budget would be independent to the contract with Ceres. Wise said Ceres would
always have control over the level of service it wants. He also said Ceres’ apparatus would remain in
Ceres.

Councilman Mike Kline said he would be interested in looking at the mechanics of a contract.

Mayor Chris Vierra said he’s never supported the idea of a contract with Modesto.

“| don't like losing the control,” said Kline. “As a citizen | don't like the fact that I'm paying a special tax for
public safety up and above what another jurisdiction is not doing.”

He said he didn’t want to waste time even looking into a contract and said “if it ain’t broke, why fix it?”

Ceres resident Lee Brandt said Ceres Fire has been doing a “tremendous job” and wants to see local
control.

Councilman Channce Condit said he believes in autonomy and is hesitant to proceed.

“We really can’t make a huge decision like this when we don’t know our city’s finances,” said Condit. “I do
think we should hold off and tread cautiously in moving forward with such a big monumental decision.”

Mayor Vierra said the next council can take up the matter again in the spring.
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IN THE NEWS — West Side Index, September 3, 2020

Measure R

NW Newman annexation rejected by voters

NEWMAN - The proposed annexation of about 120 acres representing the first phase of the city's
Northwest Newman master plan area was rejected by voters living in the affected area.

Measure R, a ballot measure asking those voters to confirm the annexation, was voted down by a 21-3
margin, according to Stanislaus County elections officials. Forty-seven voters were eligible to participate
in the Aug. 25 election.

The proposed annexation area was west of Highway 33, stretching north from the existing city limits to
Stuhr Road and west to an area just past Fig Lane. While the master plan for the roughly 360-acre
Northwest Newman project includes extensive residential uses, the first phase was focused primarily on
providing opportunities for development of a job-generating business park and highway commercial uses.

“We weren't proposing to bring it all in,” said City Manager Michael Holland. “It was just for planning
purposes to get some land and infrastructure available for jobs.”

The Stanislaus Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) approved the annexation in October, but a
sufficient number of protests were lodged by registered voters within the area to require the election.

Holland acknowledged a measure of disappointment in the election outcome.

“Twenty one votes is probably (representative) of six or seven houses out there. I'm not sure that it
reflected the true desires of the property owners,” he commented. “With being said, and in accordance
with the rules, it (the measure confirming the annexation) is going to fail.”

Holland said he has received calls from property owners in that area who wanted to annex their land into
the city but do not live on the property. Under election laws, he explained, those property owners had no
vote on Measure R, while tenants could participate.

Holland previously said that the city, which took the lead in Northwest Newman planning after the initial
project stalled during the economic downturn of more than a decade ago, has invested several years and
approximately $300,000 in the project.

He said he will present options to the City Council and ask for direction moving forward.

One potential alternative, he said, is attempting to reconfigure the proposed annexation area.

“We can be passive or we can be active,” Holland told Mattos Newspapers. “One option is that we can
stay active and try to get this done. The other is to sit back and wait for somebody to bring this to us.”

Holland said he still considers the proposed project area the best suited for future economic development,
based on proximity to infrastructure and access to Highway 33 and Interstate 5.

“I still think that is the most logical place to go first,” he said of the location.
Holland noted that the Northwest Newman project was consistent with sentiments voiced by the
community during its most recent general plan update and reflected comprehensive planning rather than

piecemeal development.

“We are only trying to put our best foot forward for the long-term health of the community,” he reflected.
“We are trying to do what the community asked of us.”



IN THE NEWS — West Side Index, October 1, 2020

Newman may pursue smaller annexation

NEWMAN - The city may try a second time to annex property to launch the first phase of its planned
Northwest Newman project.

City officials say the 360-acre Northwest Newman project will provide the opportunity to develop job-
generating business park and commercial uses while also designating land for future residential uses.

But a proposal to start the project by annexing 121 acres north of the existing city limits and west of
Highway 33 was recently rejected by voters living in the affected area.

City Manager Michael Holland advised the City Council last week, however, that the city can modify its
proposed annexation and submit a new application to the Stanislaus County Local Agency Formation
Commission (LAFCQ) for consideration.

Holland presented a map outlining a potential 62-acre annexation for council consideration. The redrawn
map reflects property owners who are believed to be supportive of bringing their [and into the city and
excludes property whose owners are thought to be in opposition.

Holland said the area proposed for annexation, which primarily would be earmarked for business park
development, encompasses 14 parcels and a dozen different property owners.

Those property owners are assumed to be supportive, according to a staff report. They have been
notified by letter of the city’s plans to include the parcels in a new annexation application and asked to
notify City Hall by Sept. 30 if that was not the case.

Other property owners within the initial area earmarked for annexation were notified by the city of the
updated plans and have the opportunity to indicate if they wish to be included, the staff report indicated.

But the prospect of a second bid for annexation was challenged by two members of the public who called
in to express their concerns.

“Is that not circumventing what the voters have stated, that they don't want the annexation?” asked
Timothy Parker. He also questioned whether the approach in essence would create piece-meal
development that would be inconsistent with the city’s General Plan.

Another resident, David Carey, later voiced opposition as well.

“The Newman City Council has totally disregarded the results of this last election. They agreed to
participate in this election. It was a resounding defeat by the registered voters,” Carey commented. “Now
they don't like the results and want a second cut.”

Carey went on to contend that the public has not been adequately informed about the project or had an
opportunity to vote on the proposal. He suggested a moratorium on the Northwest Newman project.

Holland defended the city’s approach.

"I don’t think we are trying to go around the voters,” he said in response to Parker, before Carey spoke
later in the meeting. “We sent out letters to gauge support or opposition of property owners. We have not
heard opposition from any in the proposed area.”



IN THE NEWS — West Side Index, October 1, 2020 (Continued Page 2)

Holland later told Mattos Newspapers that, while the scope of the potential first-phase annexation would
change, the overall Northwest Newman master plan does not.

“The larger landowners in the area we are proposing support the idea,” Holland told Mattos Newspapers.
Another concern was raised by Maria Sequeira, assessor for the Central California Irrigation District.

She pointed out that the proposed annexation configuration would create an “island” of unincorporated
land which remains in CCID but is surrounded entirely by property within the city limits.

That is not consistent with CCID policy, Sequeira told the council.

“There are ways to make it work, but the current design would be a problem,” she stated.

Holland said he has spoken with the district's general manager and would continue that dialogue.
He emphasized that the CCID water delivery infrastructure currently in place would remain.
Holland told Mattos Newspapers that the potential annexation is consistent with city policy.

“In a perfect world, under our original application, we would not create this type of environment,” he said
of an annexation which results in an island of unincorporated land. “These landowners have indicated that
they do not wish to participate at this time.”

Council members, by consensus, directed Holland to continue working on the amended annexation
proposal. The matter will come back for a formal council decision as early as Oct. 13.

“We need to give (Holland) a chance in terms of moving forward with this and seeing what comes out of
it," said council member Laroy McDonald.

Mayor Bob Martina was also supportive.

“If we don't look for projects like this, this city is not going to make it and it will die. People don’t seem to
understand that,” Martina said. “If you don't increase your population you will not get a lot of things that
people would like to have in the city of Newman. We do the best we can as far as making it possible for
us to grow.”



IN THE NEWS - West Side Index, October 15, 2020

Final EIR released on Del Puerto Canyon
Reservoir project

The Del Puerto Water District last week released the final Environmental Impact Report for the Del Puerto
Canyon Reservoir Project.

The proposed project involves construction of a reservoir in the foothills west of Interstate 5 and Patterson
to store water for use in dry years for ag irrigation, groundwater recharge and wildlife refuges. The
reservoir capacity would be 82,000 acre-feet within an 800-acre footprint.

The report is the next step in securing reliable water supplies to support the local and regional economy
on the West Side, according to a news release. The report documents the potential environmental
impacts from project construction and operations and the measures to avoid or minimize the impacts.

“We are very pleased to achieve this milestone for water supplies that will support our regional
agricultural economy,” said Anthea Hansen, general manager of the Del Puerto Water District. “This
project will store water supplies for droughts and protect the city of Patterson from flooding, among other
benefits.”

The final Environmental Impact Report responds to 84 comments received from agencies and the public
regarding the project. “We have worked hard to address the concerns in the community and plan a safe,
reliable water storage reservoir,” said Chris White, executive director of the San Joaquin River Exchange
Contractors Authority (Exchange Contractors). “This project will also help stabilize groundwater supplies
for many of the communities on the West Side, including Patterson, Gustine, Newman, Los Banos and
Firebaugh.”

The project planning and environmental review have been funded by the Del Puerto Water District and
the Exchange Contractors, two local public water agencies.

Additional support for the environmental review, facilities design, and feasibility studies was provided
through the 2016 federal Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act.

“We are grateful to Congressman Harder for his ongoing support for the project and our efforts to improve
water supply reliability for the region,” Hansen noted. While much work remains to be done, she added,
“having a local project named in federal legislation is definitely a win for the valley.”

A number of agencies will be involved in the permitting process, Hansen told Mattos Newspapers, and
regulatory oversight will be ongoing to ensure the dam is safe and well-maintained.

In addition to completing the permitting process, she said, proponents must also finalize the engineering
and design aspects of the project and develop a financing plan.

“Certifying the EIR is a big step, but we have a long way to go,” Hansen commented.
Construction is expected to begin in 2022 and take six years. The project would begin filling in 2028.

The Del Puerto Water District Board of Directors will consider final certification of the EIR when it
convenes via Zoom at 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 21.

The final EIR may be found on the Del Puerto Canyon Reservoir website.



IN THE NEWS — The Modesto Bee, October 15, 2020

MID candidates spar over selling water

beyond district boundaries in a dry year
By John Holland

The challenger for a Modesto Irrigation District board seat criticized incumbent Larry Byrd for suggesting
water sales beyond its boundaries in April.

Suzy Powell Roos said Tuesday that the idea was unwise given this year's below-average runoff on the
Tuolumne River.

Byrd said the sales would have been to farmers outside the MID boundaries but still within the Modesto-
area groundwater basin. The canal water would allow them to rely less on their wells, thus boosting the
groundwater supply, he said.

“We have to take care of our own irrigators first, but we can do that,” Byrd said at the April 28 meeting,
conducted via Zoom because of COVID-19. The board did not pursue the sales, which had been
conducted in recent wet years.

Byrd and Powell Roos are running in the Nov. 3 election to represent the area from La Grange to east
Modesto.

The incumbent has served since 2011, following a 35-year career in MID water and power operations. He
is a cattle rancher and almond grower in the Waterford area.

Powell Roos was a discus competitor in three Olympics. She now has a walnut farm and a nursery for
walnut and almond trees east of Modesto.

MID AIMS TO REPLENISH AQUIFERS

The April 28 discussion involved MID’s Groundwater Replenishment Program. It began in 2017, when
runoff from rain and snow was a record 255% of average in the Tuolumne watershed. It continued to
2019, thanks to another above-average year and ample storage in Don Pedro Reservoir.

The program sold water over and above the regular annual allotment to MID farmers. They were
encouraged to do an extra irrigation in the fall. Advocates say the aquifer benefits most from flood
irrigation, rather than the sprinklers or drip systems used on many farms.

Non-MID farmers could get recharge water if they were within the Modesto-area groundwater basin. It is
bounded on the south by the Tuolumne River, on the west by the San Joaquin River, on the north by the
Stanislaus River, and on the east roughly by the Tuolumne County line.

The basin includes several cities and smaller irrigation districts along with MID. They are partners in
complying with a 2014 state mandate for sustainable aquifers within a quarter-century.

DRY 2020 PAUSED EXTRA WATER SALES

The MID staff recommended against the replenishment program this year because runoff was projected
at only about 50% of average. Managers wanted to leave enough carryover water in Don Pedro to guard
against another below-average winter.

The issue came up during a discussion Tuesday over whether Byrd let an unauthorized person be
present during a Sept. 8 closed session. The board ended up dropping that matter after he explained that
his grandson had only briefly leaned into the pickup cab where he had his Zoom connection.

Defenders of Byrd told the MID board Tuesday that he has served the district well, including efforts to
replenish groundwater.
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Roos Powell raised her concern about Byrd and the April discussion in an emailed statement to The
Modesto Bee.

“If 2021 is a similarly dry year and MID faces the same issue next spring, and if | should be successful in
my election, | would vote to put MID irrigators first, ahead of out-of-district irrigators,” she said. “While |
support programs like the GRP that help recharge groundwater, district irrigators always should come
first.”
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New reservoir in Stanislaus County could
move forward with approval of final study

By Ken Carlson

The Del Puerto Water District board is set to vote Wednesday on approving a
final environmental impact study on a much-disputed storage reservoir in western Stanislaus

County.

The proposed 800-acre reservoir just west of Patterson stirred debate among vocal opponents and
supporters at public meetings before the COVID-19 crisis deflected attention away from the
project.

The board is scheduled for a regular meeting on Zoom. It’s not holding meetings in public
because of the coronavirus outbreak, but the online meeting will provide opportunity for public
comments. The public can watch the Zoom meeting live, starting at 8:30 a.m. Instructions for
joining are on the agenda at the district’s website, www.delpuertowd.org.

Anthea Hansen, general manager of Del Puerto, said approval of the EIR would clear the way for
project partners to complete designs for the dam and seek permits from a host of state and federal
agencies.

Rep. Josh Harder, D-Turlock, secured funding for feasibility studies on the reservoir and
sponsored legislation that will help it qualify for future federal infrastructure loans.

A coalition of groups including Save Del Puerto Canyon, Friends of the River, Sierra Club
Mother Lode Chapter and others, said the risk of landslides was understated in the draft
environmental study. At least seven landslides are mapped in the portion of Del Puerto Canyon
that would be inundated by the dam, plus additional slides could form as the reservoir water
saturates the canyon slopes, the group contends.

The group said landslides threaten to create a tsunami that could overtop the dam. Residents who
have opposed the project fear a dam failure would unleash serious flooding in Patterson, which
has 23,000 residents.

David Keller, a former mayor of Patterson, said the project would put the entire city in a dam
inundation zone, requiring homeowners to disclose that to buyers. He said a map provided by the
water district shows a catastrophic failure of the dam flooding the city with 10 to 15 feet of
water.

Keller, who is running for mayor in the current election, said one of his main concerns is the city
was not named the responsible agency for the environmental review.

In regard to landslide threat, the final environmental study says the landslides are slow moving
and likely range from active to dormant. It says the closest landslide on maps is about three-
quarters of a mile from the foot of the dam embankment.

According to the study, landslides are typical issues for reservoirs and can be stabilized with
subdrains, retaining walls and other mitigations.
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The review also responds to comments and concerns raised about impacts on wildlife, natural
features and Native American artifacts in Del Puerto Canyon.

Hansen said the final EIR responds to the issues raised at public meetings and provides a lot of
information on dam safety. The district posted a video discussing the safety of dams.

“The work we have done so far strongly indicates that we have a very good project that could
change things in the Central Valley in terms of improving local storage and improving our water
supply situation,” Hansen said.

According to proponents, the reservoir storing up to 82,000-acre feet of water will provide for
more reliable water deliveries to farmers south of the Sacramento-San Joaquin river delta,
increase water supplies for when crops need it the most and improve management of
groundwater.

Water pumped from the nearby Delta-Mendota Canal would be stored behind the dam.

“We have worked hard to address the concerns in the community and plan a safe, reliable water
storage reservoir,” Chris White, executive director of the San Joaquin River Exchange
Contractors Authority, said in a news release. “This project will also help stabilize groundwater
supplies for many of the communities on the west side.”

Del Puerto Water District and the Exchange Contractors funded the environmental review and
planning for the reservoir, while additional support for design and studies came from the 2016
Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act.

Construction on the dam next to Interstate 5 could begin within two years and be completed in
2028.
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Massive west side dam approved as new
Diablo Grande owner plans thousands of
homes

By Ken Carlson

Del Puerto Water District directors approved a final environment study Tuesday on a 800-acre storage
reservoir near Patterson.

The 6-0 vote, with